
 

LITERARY TERMS 

WORKSHEET 

Complete all work with QUALITY and INTEGRITY 

NAME: ________________________________________ 

Complete this worksheet using the following literary terms. You can use your glossary sheet to help 

find out what the terms mean. 

Allusion Climax Foreshadow Flashback Imagery Irony 

Metaphor Mood Onomatopoeia Personification Setting Symbol 

Theme Antagonist Aside Couplet Hyperbole Satire 

 

1 - Fill in the blanks: 

1. _________________ is a literary device that allows writers to show their audience 
specific events that happened before the current action of the story. 

2. _________________ can be verbal, situational, or dramatic and has the result of the 
meaning, situation or action being one thing but meaning something different. 

3. _________________ is a type of literary device where an author ridicules specific 
people, groups or some aspect of society. 

4. _________________ is where a story takes place. 
5. _________________ is a concrete or physical object that represents an abstract 

concept. 
6. _________________ is how the reader feels about the story. 
7. _________________ is an abstraction that represents the central idea of the story. 
8. _________________ is the most exciting part of a story where all of the main conflict 

comes together. 
9. _________________ is an intentional reference to another literary work or piece of art 

that the reader should understand in order to make connections. 
10. _________________ is when the author hints at actions that will come in the future. 
11. _________________ is a word that describes words that represent sounds. 
12. _________________ is a comparison of two different things to make them more alike. 
13. _________________ is when authors give human traits to animals or some other 

lifeless object. 
14. _________________ is a writer’s vivid description that help readers visualize. 
15. _________________ is an extreme exaggeration for dramatic effect.  
16. _________________ is something used by a writer to allow a character to say 

something for the audience’s benefit without other characters hearing. 
17. _________________ is the character in a story who attempts to prevent the 

protagonist from accomplishing their goals or tasks. 
 

2 - Identify the literary device being used in each of the below examples: 
 
1. ____________________ Time is money 
2. ____________________ The house stared angrily at its new occupants 
3. ____________________ A flag represents freedom 
4. ____________________ Greed, Love, Sadness 
5. ____________________ New York, New York, at the turn of the century 
6. ____________________ “Gentlemen! You can’t fight in here. This is the war room.” 
7. ____________________ And now you use the hose 

                                         For watering the rose 
 


